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Welcome / Objectives  / Event Structure  

Milo Paich, Collaborative Labs 

 

 
 

Milo Paich, Facilitator, Collaborative Labs, St. Petersburg College:   
Welcome to this event where the key words are: ñYour input is important.ò Iôm 
from the Collaborative Labs of St. Petersburg College and Iôm here with my 
colleague, Joyce, who will be capturing notes this evening and creating a Real-
Time Record with all the information from this session. This meeting will be 
informed by three presentations that will bring everyone up to speed.  

 
This meeting is 
also going on 
as a webinar. 
For those who 
are watching by 
webinar, you 
will be in ñlisten 
onlyò mode. 
There will be an 
opportunity to 
ask questions 
via a chat bar.  
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For those who are live in the room, we would ask that you keep all your cell phones on silent.  
 

 
 
The agenda for this evening includes presentations about ongoing and upcoming activities from 
the Florida Department of Transportation ( FDOT), the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) and an update on the Regional Transit Feasibility Plan. These presentations can be 
viewed online as well. 
 
The second part of the evening will be breakout sessions with th e local presenters. FDOT staff 
will be available for questions before and after the breakout sessions. 
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For the online participants, you will be able to ask your questions on the chat bar on the right 
side of your screen. They will not be answered online, but the answers will be provided on the 
website next week. 
 

 
 
Joyce will capture the slides and highlights from the conversations. If you have a comment, 
please complete one of the available comment cards or comment online.  All of the comments 
will become part of the Real-Time Record. 
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We will now proceed to the presentations.  Are there any elected officials in attendance?  None. 
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FDOT District Seven Presentation  

Stephen Benson & Amy Neidringhaus 

 

 
 

Stephen Benson, FDOT, District 7 : Weôll be giving you an update on the 
Tampa Bay Next program as well as projects in this area. 
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Why Tampa Bay Next? We are working with the community to build consensus on the projects 
we should be doing. The first area is design. The second is demand ï the number of cars and 
people we have traveling in our region. The third is choice ï providing more choices helps with 
the second area. The last is consensus. We want to make sure we have that. 
 

 
 
Interstate Modernization: We have studies and projects planned for Hillsborough and Pinellas 
Counties. All the way from St. Petersburg up into Pasco County. We have some projects in the 
Lakeland area, and almost the entire I -75 corridor area. We are looking for solutions to 
problems you 
may be 
encountering 
out there.  The 
schedule is on 
the right. The 
Gateway 
expressway 
will provide a 
highway 
connection 
from US19 to 
the Bayside 
Bridge and to 
I-275. That 
project is 
moving along. 
Construction has started. 
 
The Howard Frankland Bridge project ï we just went to pu blic hearing. The north bound span 
has reached the end of its useful life. Weôre replacing lanes, adding lanes and adding pedestrian 
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