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Community Working Group – Westshore/West Tampa/South Tampa 
October 5, 2017 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Urban Centre, Centre Club (8th floor), 123 S. Westshore Blvd., Tampa FL     

6:30 p.m. – 

6:40 p.m. 

Welcome / Objectives / Event Structure 

Tina Fischer, Collaborative Labs 

6:40 p.m. – 

7:00 p.m. 

FDOT District Seven Presentation 
Edward McKinney 

7:00 p.m. – 
7:20 p.m. 

Hillsborough County MPO Presentation 
Beth Alden 

7:20 p.m. – 
7:40 p.m. 

Regional Transit Feasibility Plan Presentation 
Scott Pringle 

7:40 p.m. – 
8:30 p.m. 

Roundtable Discussions 

- Florida Department of Transportation/District Seven 
- Hillsborough County Metropolitan Planning Organization 
- Regional Transit Feasibility Plan 

8:30 p.m. – 

8:35 p.m. 

Closing 
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Welcome / Objectives / Event Structure 

Tina Fischer, Collaborative Labs 

  

 
 

Tina Fischer, Manager, Collaborative Labs, St. Petersburg College: Thank 
you for being here this evening. I’m with Collaborative Labs at SPC. How many of 
you were here for the last Community Working Group? Quite a few of you. You’re 
going to hear three great presentations followed by an opportunity to see the maps 
up close and talk to the presenters.  
 

There are some important events that are coming up.  The Tampa Interstate Study SEIS Public 
Workshop will be taking place this Monday and Tuesday. We also have the Howard Frankland 
Public hearing coming up in November. Both flyers are sitting on the table out front. Please pick 
one up.  
 
If you are not able to make tonight’s meeting in person, you are able to dial into the webinar. 
You can also call in on your phone. It’s muted, but you can ask your questions by utilizing the 
chat bar on the right side of your screen.  
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Since we have web-viewers, please silence your cell phones and limit shuffling of papers so that 
they can hear. 

We will have presentations from three different groups: the Florida Department of 
Transportation – District 7, the Hillsborough Metropolitan Planning Organization, and the 
Regional Transit Feasibility Plan representative.   

mailto:CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu


  CWG-Westshore/West Tampa/South Tampa                                                  October 5, 2017 

 
 
 

CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu 6  

 
 

Please hold your questions until the end when we all meet in the back to view the different 
maps. At this time, you will be able to ask the presenters questions. We want to give you plenty 
of time to do that.  In addition, there are comment cards available for you to write your 
additional questions on. Those questions and comments will be addressed and uploaded 
totampabaynext.com next week.  
 

 
 
We already talked about this when I addressed the webinar options for those who cannot be 
here in person.  
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We have team members with us here tonight. PJ is in charge of all the technology. Candace is 
here in the corner and she is creating the Real-Time-Record. It contains all your notes for this 
meeting. All the Real-Time Records from all the previous meetings are also available at 
tampabaynext.com. 
 

 
 
We are so glad that you are here and participating in this discussion. Let me turn it over to Bill 
Jones and Edward McKinney. 
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FDOT District Seven Presentation 

Edward McKinney 

Bill Jones, Director of Transportation Development: I am the Director of 
Transportation Development and Ed McKinney is the Program Administrator of 
FDOT District 7. In my department, we develop concepts, and then we hand 
them over to Ed’s department to construct them. We hope this is beneficial to 
you. Before we get started, are there any elected officials tonight? Ed and I are 
going to present as a team tonight. With that, I’m going to pass it off to Ed. 
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Edward McKinney, Florida Department of Transportation District 7 
Program Management Administrator:   Before I get started, there is a 
statistic that I want to share with you. Ninety-eight percent of people on the roads 
wished that everyone else used public transit. Now, my daughter thought that was 
funny when I told her. Come on. That was a very funny joke. 
 

Laughter 
  
You talked. We listened. We formed the next phases of our plan with the feedback that we took 
from the Community Working Groups. Now, we’ve rolled into the next phase of our plan.  
 
When it comes to technology, Bill has asked us to form a task team who will look for 
opportunities to incorporate ideas used in other parts of the country.  
 
We heard from you about neighborhood preservation and are looking at ways to decrease the 
footprint of our projects.  
 
We are working with the City and County on using technology to enhance safety. We’ve 
developed the Citizens Transportation Academy to educate you on all the topics related to 
transportation to ensure that we are all on the same page. I have a schedule for the 
educational events that I will show you later.  
 
This is all a result of the feedback we received from you.  
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Ed: We need to change the geometry of roadways to make them more functional. We are also 
preparing for new technology, like autonomous vehicles, which will be coming in the future. As 
a part of this conversation, we are embracing collaboration and innovation. 
 
 

 
 
This is what Tampa Bay Next is. We are working with you to find solutions. 
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These are tonight’s topics. We have maps of these on display in the back.  
 

 
 
 
I am going to pass it back to Bill to talk about the Howard Frankland Bridge. 
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Bill: This is the feedback that we received from the community on the Howard Frankland 
Bridge, and this is what we are addressing in our plan. 
 

 
 
  
This bridge on the right is the existing Howard Frankland Bridge. The bridge on the left is the 
one that we are talking about constructing. It has four lanes. In addition, we are going to 
strengthen the substructure as well as the super structure to find opportunities to convert it to 
a light rail system in the future.  
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We would then widen the existing bridge and strengthen it to accommodate the light rail 
option.  

 
 
 

We learned a big lesson from the Irma evacuations. We are going to add two extra lanes to 
improve this. These are all the new design benefits. We no longer need to build a third bridge. 
This also makes it so we can prepare the bridge for autonomous vehicles. 
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This is the existing set-up of the Howard 
Frankland Bridge.  

 
On your right is the northbound bridge 
that was built in 1960, which we will 
need to replace.  
 
The southbound bridge was built in 
1990.  
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To the left of the southbound lane, we will add bridges. 

We anticipate that when we are finished, we will be able to put in bike and express lanes 
coming from the north side. 
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Once we are finished with that, we 
will switch the traffic over and 
covert it so that we can demolish 
the existing bridge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We decided to get rid of it because 
it would cost millions to 
rehabilitate it, and it is not a 
liability we can keep moving 
forward. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This will be your bridge in 2024. 
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Bill: We are also looking to add lanes to the Veterans Expressway as well and will be moving 
into construction by 2018. It will take $2.9 million to make this happen. 
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We will be adding a lane here.  
 

 
 

We will be doing some minor widening of a one-mile stretch that is in the north. 
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We will also be doing some minor shoulder widening here.  
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We will be making some operational improvements to 1-275 from north of the Howard 
Frankland Bridge to west of Lois Avenue. This is a $25 million project and will be completed 
before the Howard Frankland Bridge project. 
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When we take this exit, there is a split there, and it goes down to two lanes. We are looking to 
expand it to three lanes. This will help alleviate congestion. This also helps improve the loop 
where two lanes merge into one. As we come across the Howard Frankland Bridge and you get 
off the exit, we have expanded it to three lanes here.  
 
Then, I mentioned the loop ramp. As you know, you have the merging condition here that 
constricts flow. The inside of that loop lane merges right into the lane. And, the other lane goes 
all the way to Dale Mabry Highway. We are really looking forward to this.  
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In the Westshore area, we’ve come up with a design that allows for major traffic distribution. 
We are going to provide one of the two access points. From the express lane, you get into the 
Howard Frankland Bridge. 
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This is what the 1-275 improvements will do and what it will not do. This is still a solid 
commitment we are looking at.  
 

 
 

 
 

Ed: I’m going to briefly run through the SEIS portion of this. If you’re not familiar 
with what I’m talking about, let me give you a brief explanation. The SEIS is a 
commitment we made to partner with the Federal Highway to reevaluate the 
original study done on the base of the Howard Frankland Bridge out to roughly 
north up to around MLK.  
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We looked at all the documentation and data to determine whether it is still current. Then, we 
looked at alternatives of how we need to address the congestion in that corridor. Part of this is 
the Westshore Interchange. We have the map of this in the back, and we do want your 
comments on that.  
 
The Westshore Interchange is still under study as a part of that SEIS document that I was 
talking about. We expect to have that document completed somewhere around the end of 2019 
or maybe into 2020. We also have some concepts for interchange accesses in the back. Again, 
please look at those and give us your feedback. Is there anything that we are missing? These 
are new concepts.  
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We’ve been asked over and over again whether we are providing for transit. In the Westshore 
interchange area and the connection in the Downtown Interchange, we are providing for that 
transit envelope. We presented at the Downtown Workshop some concepts that are very 
preliminary.  
 
We are still doing an analysis, collecting data, getting feedback, and looking for opportunities 
for transit connections. Again, please give us your feedback. This is an image of what this may 
look like. The middle is empty, and there is no mode identified because it is going to be a part 
of the Regional Transit Study, which we will be talking about later.  
 

 
 
We’ve got the property over where Charley’s Steakhouse is for the future Westshore Intermodal 
Center. There is a lot of opportunity there for a public- private partnership or for someone to 
come in to help us develop that. Again, this is tied to the Regional Transit Feasibility Study. We 
also want your comments on that.  

 

 

mailto:CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu


  CWG-Westshore/West Tampa/South Tampa                                                  October 5, 2017 

 
 
 

CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu 28  

 
 

Real briefly, this highlights costs and where we are. For the Westshore Interchange, we have 
not determined the construction date. 
 

 
 
This gives you a visual of the SEIS Limits. WE do have public workshops coming up, both of 
which will be open house style. There will not be a presentation. You will be able to come in, 
walk around, and ask questions. There will be plenty of folks who will be able to answer them 
and guide you through the boards. This is an opportunity for us to get feedback on things that 
we are working on. Also, if you like something, please let us know. We need to hear that as 
well.  
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Where are we in this process? We are in the screening process right now, and all options are on 
the table. We want your feedback. 

 

 
 
We appreciate our partners, including Hillsborough County, Pinellas County, and the City. 
Tampa Bay Next is not about interstates. It’s about looking at our system of transportation, how 
we move around, and figuring out the best way to do that. How do we continue to make the 
Tampa Bay area an economic hub in the Florida area?  
 
How do we make it a place where people want to go? It’s exciting to work with those who have 
big visions of things they want to do. It’s the visionaries who move us forward. Thank you all 
for coming out! 
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This highlights our next steps, many of which I’ve already talked about. I encourage you to 
participate in the Citizens Transportation Academy. Our aim for this academy is to simplify this 
whole process and the terms we are using so that we are all on the same page. Not to steal 
from the Tampa Bay Times, but it is kind of like Legos. We can demystify this whole process so 
that people can understand and be more engaged.  

Then, the feedback we get will be more productive. If you can’t attend one of these in person, 
you can review them at our web site. In November, we will be holding our public hearing for 
the Howard Frankland Bridge. With that, I think I’m done. I will now pass it off to Beth. Again, 
thank you all for coming.  
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Hillsborough County MPO Presentation 

Beth Alden 
 

 
Beth Alden, Hillsborough MPO Executive Director:  Thanks Ed and thanks for 
having me. I’m going to talk about a related effort. You have been hearing the 
Department talk about SEIS and PDE studies. Those types of studies are really good 
at looking at whether you should build lanes here, here, or here. Those are good 
things to figure out because they all have impacts, and you need to evaluate what 
they are.  
 

A lot of folks have asked questions about whether we want express toll lanes or whether we 
want them through the middle of Tampa. Would we want to look at a beltway? Should we 
consider rapid transit? These kinds of questions are really hard to answer in an Environmental 
Impact Study.  
 
These are the kinds of questions you look at in the long-range transportation plan. I’m going to 
tell you a little bit about an effort that is going on right now to investigate those questions. It is 
being done in partnership with Pinellas, Pasco, and Hillsborough County.  
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Briefly, why does this plan matter? Who knew that there is a long-range transportation plan?  
This is what it does. It identifies priority projects that are now being funded. It takes a long 
time to line up a million dollars for a bridge rebuild. It takes a long time, and that’s why we call 
it long range. This is our official communication to Tallahassee and D.C. about what our 
priorities are and what we think federal and state funds should be spent on.  
 

 
 
It’s designed to fit in with the other things that your local government is doing. The long-range 
transportation plan takes the local comprehensive plan and looks at what kinds of 
transportation plans will be needed to serve that growth. This is looking at the 20-year big 
picture.  The next step is to then look the FDOT 5-Year Work Plan and the Local Governments’ 
5-Year Capital Improvement Programs and break it out step-by-step and year-by-year to see 
what can be built using the available funds.  
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It is coordinated across the region. This committee, which has existed for two decades, has 
been looking at major cross-county traveling needs. 
 

 
How do we prioritize those when there are so many uncertainties? There are disruptive 
technologies. How are other major metros around the country dealing with these unknowns? 
We’ve been looking at the Atlanta Regional Commission. They have been playing out different 
scenarios.  They’ve been looking at things like autonomous vehicles and playing out what it may 
look like in their region. We thought that maybe this would be a good tool to use here in our 
region.  
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I borrowed this chart from Tampa Bay Next to show the challenges we will have with rapid 
growth. Think about dropping half a million more people here into this county over the next 20 
years and imagine all of them moving around on the transportation system we have right now. 
It could get much worse than it is now.  
 

 
 
But we are working together to come up with an action plan, just as Ed said.  
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I borrowed this from Tampa Bay Next. We have to look at all the options.  
 

 
 
The options that are being looked at by the Department include express lanes and other 
concepts.  
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Other concepts being evaluated. Some other concepts that are being looked at include what is 
listed on the screen. What if we include a beltway outside the urban area? What if I-275 were 
in a trench? Could we have elevated or reversible lanes?  
 
These are not new ideas. The MPOs of the regions bought into the idea of express lanes on I- 
75. This is the image I have here on the right. This was our top priority as a region for many 
years. We wanted to create a spine that would connect us all the way from Sarasota to 
Brooksville.  
 

 
 
Options for Premium Transit: There are other ideas of putting transit in the median or shoulder 
of the interstate. How is it rapid transit if cars get stuck in transit? Maybe we can look at light 
rail on the east side of the interstate. 
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This is the Regional Transit Feasibility Plan, which is going on right now. It could shape our 
long-range transportation plan. They’ve been looking at potential rapid transit corridors in the 
region. One of the top two is USF to Downtown Tampa and the other one goes all the way from 
Wesley Chapel to St. Pete along the 275 corridors.  
 
This will have a big impact on where growth happens. People will want to live near the stations 
so they have access to jobs. This could be a major shaping force of how growth happens in our 
region.  
 

 
 
Bus Rapid Transit on I-275 That’s something we’ve looked at in the past and may connect 
autonomous vehicles in the future. A pilot is starting before the end of the year. There is 
potential to link those up. 
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CSX Rail Corridors: What if we looked at the CSX-owned freight rail corridors and refurbished 
them and put commuter trains on them? This is something that has been done in Fr. Worth, 
Texas, which is pictured here on the right. It operates on the same track as a freight train. We 
have looked at how Orlando got a project like this going. It had a lot of logistics that we don’t 
have to deal with.  

They had 30 trains a day running on their track. It connected one side of the state to the other. 
On our side of the state, those yellow CSX-owned corridors are dead-end lines, so they are not 
running nearly as much freight traffic. It might be easier for us to work out an agreement with 
CSX where we both could use those freight tracks for commuter rail trains and for them to 
continue using it for freight.  

Boulevard Conversion: I borrowed another slide from an activist, Josh Frank, who looked at 
converting I-275 north of Downtown Tampa to a boulevard. If you can work that out, can you 
create a roadway that better serves and connects the neighborhoods that are on both sides of 
it? These are all examples of roadways that were taken down and converted.  
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He asked us to look at the traffic that is out there on that part of I-275 right now and asked us 
who is using that roadway. This graphic suggests that 65% of the traffic is internal to Tampa. 
That leaves a third that is just passing through. Can we find another way for that traffic to pass 
through? This is the question he was throwing out to us.  

If you go down one path, it makes another path difficult. There are many unknowns.  These are 
examples of three different futures that we played out. First, what if you keep extending the 
roads and suburbs further out and allow urban growth to continue to move outward and 
consume as much land as it wants? What would it look like? What would the traffic look like?  

Second, what if you concentrate the growth that comes into this area within the existing urban 
area and keep people moving around by building all the rail lines that all have proposed for this 
area. Is this possible? What does the traffic look like then? Finally, what if you put express lanes 
on all the interstate highways and used some of those interchanges as new corporate centers? 
What does this look like? What are the implications?  
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Tampa Bay TMA Role – a tri-county level.  Look at different scenarios and bring them into a 
hybrid scenario. Let the public give input on that. Then, in 2019, work on cost and funding 
strategies. 

We will accomplish this by moving forward together. We want your input. 
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Now, we are at the part where you get to participate. We would like you to text your responses 
to three different multiple-choice questions.  

Your first question is “What “big ideas” or drivers of change could most affect how & where we 
grow? You can choose three. 
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Second question: What are the best strategies to accommodate population growth? 
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Last question: For our future populations’ needs, how should we focus transportation 
resources?   
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This is my final closing question. Can you text me your home zip code? We will be tracking 
responses from around the region. 

 
 
 
Speaker: Beth, how many people in here are riding the bus? 
 
Beth: It looks like four of us. Are there any other questions? 
 
Speaker: What about water options? We could use boats. Seriously. Even UPS uses boats. We 
have Hillsborough River that could be used.   
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Beth: You’re right. There are some opportunities there. 

Speaker: When you build the bridges, can you please make sure the hump is built high 
enough so that boats can go underneath should we decide to do this in the future? 

Beth: I think you should come see me at the table afterwards. 

Speaker: I must be at a meeting at seven. 

Beth: That is a good question. Water transit is on the table. Let’s move to our next question, 
which is open-ended. You can send me as many texts as you would like for this one.  Are there 
any additional things we should consider? 

Beth: Thanks so much for your participation! 

mailto:CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu


  CWG-Westshore/West Tampa/South Tampa   October 5, 2017 

CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu 46 

Regional Transit Feasibility Plan Presentation 

Scott Pringle 

Scott Pringle, Group 
Director, Jacobs 
Engineering:  Thanks, 
Beth. Before I get started, I 
want to recognize Marco 
Sandusky. He works for 

Hart, so he has been very involved in this 
all the way through. The Regional Transit 
Feasibility Plan is funded by FDOT and 
administered by Hart.  

I’m going to take a few moments to 
deconstruct that name. My task is to focus 
on premium regional transit for Tampa Bay. 
Feasibility is where we are looking for 
projects that we can implement in Tampa 
Bay.  

It used to be a study when we got started, but we changed it to a plan because we have 
enough information now. It’s time to come up with a plan. So, again, my job is to find premium 
regional transit. What does that mean? It means finding ways to help people get from point A 
to point B quickly and efficiently. How do we get premium regional transit in Tampa Bay? First, 
we have to answer these three questions. My job is to answer question number one.  
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We are going to continue to see congestion as we move into the future. This is symptomatic of 
a region that is growing. However, it means that we need to think about our transportation 
network and look for options to move people within that network. Transit is a part of that larger 
conversation.  

Another aspect that really drives us from the plan itself is looking for an opportunity to draw 
down federal and state grants. We’ve not been successful in getting funding. That’s why we are 
planning now. The two in the middle here are where we receive dollars.  

For the first time in 30 years, we’ve submitted an application less than three weeks ago to the 
government for dollars. This is for a project that connects St. Pete and St. Pete Beach. This 
would be the first time Tampa Bay has received capital dollars from the government. We are 
looking for transit projects that compete for those federal and state dollars.  
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Purpose of plan: Finding the project, compete for federal and state projects.  Identify projects 
that make the best use of technology and also it has to serve Tampa Bay today and in the 
future. 

Our schedule for the plan is pretty simple. We broke it into two phases. The first phase is more 
technical. It includes sorting through the data. There has been a lot of work done over the last 
10 years. This will conclude in January 2018. We will then spend from January to September or 
October of next year vetting that draft. There are many opportunities to get involved. We’ve 
done presentations, workshops, and so on. You can see some of the statistics here.  
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These are some of the comments that we’ve heard. I want to draw your attention to the middle 
one—stop talking and start building. I absolutely agree. That’s why we are focusing on this 
plan. We are also hearing a lot of conversation about what type of transit can operate in Tampa 
Bay.  

The development of the first phase plan will be completed in January.  It’s broken down into 
these three steps. Today, we’ve completed steps one and two. We’re starting to work on step 
three right now  
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In step one, we looked at a number of different criteria. To boil that down, we’ve really focused 
on where the jobs and people are.  

Identifying population and job centers is key because this is where you want your transit to be. 
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Regional Transit Vision: We’ve identified a Regional Transit Vision, which is shown here on the 
screen. It shows different projects that are right for transit development. I’ll be honest with 
you. I’ve been working on this for well over a decade now, and a lot of these needs are the 
same. When we come forward with our plan in January, we will have information about all of 
these projects here and how to move each project to their implementation.  
 
We need just one catalyst project. Once that one is up and running, it helps build success and 
spread like wildfire. This has been the case for many major cities throughout the country. On 
the right side of the screen are all the benefits that will result from these projects. 
 

 
 
We asked the public to comment on our vision. Connecting these regional activity centers is 
absolutely key in all the conversations we’ve had in all the past workshops.  
 

 

mailto:CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu


  CWG-Westshore/West Tampa/South Tampa   October 5, 2017 

CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu 52 

We’ve identified with the dark blue lines what the key connections are as we come out of step 
one. This is the next step. 

We looked at a wide range of different transit technologies and modes of transportation. 
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The transportation industry is looking at autonomous solutions. We’ve had autonomous rail 
examples across the country that have been up and running for decades. We know that 
something is already being done. When we look at rubber tire, this is where we see the most 
advancement in technology even in the past few years.  
 

 
 
These are all driverless vehicles. The top two are operating with other traffic. The bottom left is 
a picture of the transit vehicle that was just delivered to the Tampa International Airport. Many 
don’t realize that we already have autonomous vehicles operating in Tampa. The top two 
vehicles are called first and second generation. They are carrying from 10 to 12 people per 
vehicle and their top speed is 25 to 28 miles per hour.  
 
The bottom right hand picture is an example of a third-generation autonomous vehicle. Its top 
speed is 40 miles per hour, and it carries 16 people. You can see that improvements are being 
made and that some of these are operating in traffic. What happens if we put one of these on 
its own lane? Will it serve Tampa Bay? There is a lot of opportunity here.  
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We’ve looked at the top performing projects for our region and ran them through a series of 
evaluation criteria.  

We looked at how well it will do in the funding process. We also looked at what the return on 
investment is. For every dollar spent, what will we get in return? We looked at both the impacts 
and benefits of the projects. And finally, we held workshops where we asked the public their 
opinion on all of these projects.  
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We had a total of 15 projects, compared them, and ranked them, which we show here. If you 
look, this is the technical ranking.  

It was interesting to see that we had folks at our workshops who were very excited about rail. 
There is a lot of consistency between what we see on the technical side and what we are 
hearing from the public.  
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We put all the criteria together, and showed how they rank out here. What we are carrying into 
step three are those two connections—I-275 all the way from Wesley Chapel, USF, Tampa, 
Gateway, and St. Pete. We are looking at a wide range of modal options.  
 

 
 
Bringing it back to our purpose, we are going to look for projects that will compete for 
government dollars. These two connections did very well. We still have a lot of work to do to 
make these projects as competitive as we can to move them forward.  
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We are also looking at technology. 

And then we looked at community benefits. This is our urban core. This is where the job and 
population densities are.  
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As we move to step three, we are going to continue to look at those top connections. We will 
start phasing those projects into smaller segments. Is a project more competitive if we start off 
with a phase one and two? We are going to look for value engineering, which is taking and 
balancing maximized benefits to make sure we are optimizing our cost to get the most 
competitive project. Coming out of that will be the basis for our January 2018 implementation 
plan.  This will then be vetted from January to September of next year.  

With that, this is the end of my presentation. 
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Tina: That concludes the presentation for this evening. We now invite you to go ask 
your questions and view the plans and maps. Again, if you have any questions, 
please write them down in the comment cards so that we can include them in our 
Real-Time-Record and post the answers on the Tampa Bay Next web site. Thank 
you so much and enjoy! 

mailto:CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu


  CWG-Westshore/West Tampa/South Tampa   October 5, 2017 

CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu 60 

Roundtable Discussions 

- Florida Department of Transportation/District Seven 
- Hillsborough County Metropolitan Planning Organization 
- Regional Transit Feasibility Plan 

Participants had an opportunity to visit with the presenters at their tables to view the maps and 
ask questions. 
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WebEx Chat 

There were no WebEx Chat participants.  
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Comments/Questions 

Comment Sheet #1 

-I would like to see more alternatives for 
HFB and Westshore interchange than just 
No Build or Full Build. If no other 
alternatives are presented, I hate to say 
that I would like to see No Build. Please 
stop building/planning for so many open 
ponds! I do not like the diverging diamond 
plan. It looks dangerous and is a land hog. 
It adds to the need for more storm water 
ponds.  
-I am pleased with the interim 
improvements off the Westshore 
interchange. It is both cost effective and 
quick. 
-I would like to see plans put on hold until 
transit studies are completed. 

Amanda Brown 

Comment Sheet #2 

The team from FDOT has been extremely 
responsive and helpful to our 
neighborhood. We’re excited about the 
designs opening up more options to 
alleviate congestion in our area. Express 
lanes appear not to infringe on those who 
prefer to use general use lanes. They also 
appear to alleviate congestion caused by 
Veteran’s Expressway and demand to use 
275 North. I appreciate FDOT’s initiatives 
to expand our transportation options as a 
citizen, community, leader, and local 
business person. 

Thank you! 

Holly Simmons 

mailto:CollaborativeLabs@spcollege.edu

